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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. Academic Freedom may include both freedom of
Received: May 22, 2022 expression in and on academia. Recently, there has been hopes for technological
Reviewed: May 23, 2022 possibilities of free speech in virtual classerooms, more interactivity in student-
Revised: July 11, 2022 professor (& professor-student) communications, and emergence (and prevalence)
A d: Tuly 16, 2022 of academic participatory cultures (and participatory academic cultures) over the

ceepted: July 16, internet. Still the question is if students believe they possess freedom of expression
(or not)? If yes, why they have not practiced it, or how they performed it alternately?
If they don’t feel like this, what are the barriers of free speech and what are the
KEYWORDS limits of freedom of expression in technology-mediated communications in higher
education in Iran?

Freedom of Expression

Academic Freedom This paper is based on an auto-ethnography of an online learning
. . experience. Data were collected from graduate students in MA program in
Online Learning Information Science, University of Tabriz, Iran, 2020-2021. This fieldwork was

chosen through a convenience sampling technique.

&f Most course instructors finished classes by ending their lectures, and
never asked if there was a question, challenge, or comment. I hardly ever observed
* Corresponding Author students asking questions, posing challenges, or expressing disagreement. Many
students preferred not to participate in class activities or even community discussions.
Some students expressed they were not interested in expressing their ideas in social
@ +2122570777 media or the public sphere either. Students describe their initial encounters with
instructors in terms of ambiguity, anxiety, avoidance, respect, or subterfuge.
Students who did not participate in discussions, excessively appreciated instructors.
How to Cite this article: There was a spiral of silence in the class: others did not express opinions; neither do

. I. There were three main reasons for not expressing almost anything in the class: I
Khosra‘{l' S'. (202?' F.ree.doin Of do not care about the course and/or class]? I dongt have a p}i]ece %f information,
nggiscsil;z;: zflioir?ﬁi(;nrara}? : opinion, or any comment to share; I am worried about the class instructor or other
of an online learning expegrier':cg, stude_nts" 'potential reaction. Th_is reaction could ) be muting, mo_ralizing,
University Studies, 1(1) 125-152. marginalizing, censorship, threatening, enticement, bullying, mockery, rowdiness, or

' ! ’ inadvertency. 1 referred to Rancierean concepts of police, politics, impasse,
dissensus, and subjectification, to make sense of students’ perceptions of (not)
possessing freedom of expression, their acts of (not) exercising free speech, and
their wider social contexts of communications.
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article under the CC BY 4.0 license expression (even with tension), Adobe Connect classes and WhatsApp groups were

spaces of silence and dominance. Muting or marginalizing are not the only means
and methods for neutralizing and naturalizing not to participate, or reducing
participation to expression of agreement or even concensus. Over-stressing (in the
name of motivating) to express ideas, or even making (pseudo)participation as
compulsory, were alternative techniques and technologies of oppression and
repression. The question is whether silence is a passive and minimal reaction to
others’ expressions, or it can be a form of active and agentic dissensus or resistance
against dominance or repression. Freedom of silence is a communication right, as
important as freedom of expression; silence is an expression also, an out-and-loud
expression.
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1. Virtual Learning Environments (VLESs)
2. Instant Messenger (IM)

3. WhatsApp

4. Learning Management System (LMS)
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1. Academic Freedom
2. Autonomy

3. Self-Administration
4. Tight
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