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The victory of the 1979 Islamic revolution marked a new stage of academic life in Iran,
especially affecting the relationship between the university and the political domain. The
present article is seeking to review the documents of the Revolutionary Council; including
resolutions and negotiation proceedings, examine the important period of February 1979 to
July 1981 in order to determine what factors affected the decisions of this council.
Accordingly, four-dimensional debates and resolutions were identified in this period to
change the structure and arrangement, to manage current issues, to solve remaining
problems from the past and, to respond to the demands and bargaining of different social
and political groups. Some of the resolutions have so far been reviewed by researchers, but
the negotiation proceedings, although incomplete, have received less attention and analysis
due to their recent publication. These negotiations, which include 10 months (March to
December 1979), provide an interesting picture of the approaches of the revolution leaders
regarding universities and have been analyzed with reference to the historical context. At
first, the debates and resolutions are focused more on structural changes, but with the rapid
emergence of problems, this is mixed with socio-political demands and pressures, and the
council inevitably moves in several directions at the same time. This review shows that,
firstly, in order to understand the evolution of academic universities in Iran after the
revolution, we need to study the developments during the one-and-a-half-year period
(1979 to 1981) after the victory of the revolution until the emergence of the Cultural
Revolution. Secondly: the management and reconstruction of the higher education system
in general, and the issue of the university in particular, has been an important concern for
leaders and statesmen after the revolution, and they repeatedly spoke about the current
developments, problems and unrests. However, there was no consensus or common
perception among the members of the council, and there was anxiety about the power and
position of the council and fear of what would probably happen due to the speed and extent
of changes, has greatly influenced their stance toward the development of universities or
students’ activities. The final result of this analytical presentation is not necessarily different
from other studies, but perhaps it can draw a more accurate picture of a short and
important period that is often given less attention and focus due to the importance of the
Cultural Revolution.
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INTRODUCTION

The victory of the 1979 revolution is considered the beginning of a new stage of
academic life in Iran, because it was the onset of the transformation of the
relationship between the university and the political domain and the redefinition of
expectations from higher educational institutions. The relationship between
university and politics has been examined from different perspectives during this
long period. Most of the studies have tried to analyze the relationship between these
two based on political and social developments, but in most of them, the internal
competitions and dynamics of each field and their effects and consequences have
been neglected. Moreover, almost all of these studies consider the Cultural
Revolution in 1980 as a turning point in the history of Iran's scientific system and
focus on it. Although this point is true, it has caused a short but important period;
that is, from February 1979 to the beginning of Y4A:, which is the connecting
period between the Islamic Revolution and the Cultural Revolution, would be under
the shadow.

To show this importance, the present article attempts to review this period and
show that at least part of what happened under the title of Cultural Revolution is the
continuation of the actions and differences that had started before. The sources of
this historical study are the documents of the Revolutionary Council, including
resolutions and the details of negotiations.

Islamic Revolutionary Council. The Revolutionary Council was formed in
January 1980 with the aim of taking measures to govern the country during the
transition period. The initial core of the council was Motahari, Beheshti, Bahonar,
Mousavi Ardabili and Hashemi Rafsanjani and it was managed by Motahari. Once
it was decided that the number of members would increase, other people were
gradually invited upon the approval of Imam Khomeini, such as Taleghani,
Khamenei and Bazargan. The most important decisions of this group were
organizing protests and strikes, talking with commanders of the armed forces and
representatives of embassies, and introducing Bazargan for the position of prime
minister. After the Imam's return to Iran on February 1, 1979 and the issuance of
Bazargan's decree as Prime Minister on the 5 of February, the Revolutionary
Council acted as the legislative branch and interim government worked as the
executive branch.

Universities in Light of Revolutionary Council's Decisions. We can categorize
debates and resolutions of the Revolutionary Council about universities in four
general groups:

First; all that are in the framework of changing and rebuilding existing
institutions and laws; for example: the establishment of the Ministry of Culture and
Higher Education and the merger of some universities and higher education
institutions.



Second; cases those are common and ongoing in the field of management such
as, university entrance examinations and the beginning of the new academic year.

Third, those related to solving or reducing problems left over from the past,
such as the large number of applicants to enter universities against the low capacity
of higher education institutions, and as a result, the large number of unemployed
and dissatisfied graduates.

Fourth, cases those are in response to the pressures and bargaining of different
social and political groups; such as the approval of the realization of e plans of the
headquarters of the Cultural Revolution.

CONCLUSION

The Revolutionary Council founded in a critical situation and ended its work in a
critical situation. Throughout its tenure, this council faced with a reality called "dual
sovereignty" whether in December 1978 to February 1979, and in February 1979 to
July 1980. The first period was in an easy competition with the Bakhtiar
government and the second period was in a difficult competition with the newly
established popular institutions. As said, there was a little consensus within the
Council and it was less of an issue where there was no disagreement among
members. It seems that what existed in the Revolutionary Council were different
images and perceptions of the higher education system or university, which had
nothing in common with each other; part of this was due to the academic
background of the members, and part was due to their relationship with academics
in the years before the revolution. However, the details of negotiations show that the
concern about the power and position of the Council and the fear of what will
probably happen due to the speed and scope of the developments have had a great
impact on their stance towards the developments of universities or students’
activities.

In any case, the goal and final result of this review is not necessarily different
from other studies, but it may be able to provide a more accurate picture of a short
and important period that is often given less attention due to the importance of the
Cultural Revolution.

NOVELTY

Some of the resolutions of the Revolutionary Council regarding universities have
already been cited by the authors, but the details of negotiations have received less
attention due to being published recently. Although the details of the negotiations
have not been fully published and it covers only 10 months (March to December
1979), these writings give an interesting picture of their approaches and
disagreements about higher education.
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