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The study intends to show the formation of the Cultural Revolution in Iran, which is
commonly believed to be the continuation of the natural process and an outcome of the
victory of 1979 Islamic revolution. Taking into account this idea, and expanding it further,
the paper examines how it was possible historically and how those behind the Cultural
Revolution could make the arrangement. In other words, what developments and events
could shape the forces behind the Cultural Revolution? Asking this type of question makes
a moment of history important, as it was often ignored under the macro and homogenized
narrative of the dominant historiography in universities after the 1979 revolution. This
momentary knowledge is important from different angles: First, it overturns many
common perceptions about the university after the revolution. Second: it traces the
genealogy of the current order that has its sway over the university atmosphere. Third, it
reviews the emergence of the Cultural Revolution in relation to events of that particular
time and space. To study this issue, Foucault's historical analysis or genealogy has been
used. Genealogy concentrates on questions related to the present time, i.e. showing how the
phenomenon emerged in its socio-historical environment, how did it work and what was
made possible and impossible with its action? Results do not show any correlation between
the 1979 Islamic Revolution and the Cultural Revolution of Junel981. A real event that led
to the closure of all universities just 15 months after the revolution was the result of a series
of historical events. In the absence of those events, the Cultural Revolution couldn’t occur
or possibly could have happened in a different way. Universities in their shape and form we
see today were subject to the outcome of forces of uncertain ratio and fragile period of
history rather than being influenced by general wisdom, specific human resources, unique
aim and predetermined necessities.
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INTRODUCTION

The aim of the study is to know the history of the Cultural Revolution and how it
took shape in the 1980s. As a matter of fact, the paper discusses questions about the
force shaping this revolution and what developments and events could lead to the
Cultural Revolution in Iran. Was it the direct result of the victory of the 1979
Islamic Revolution?

METHODOLOGY

This research has taken into account a "genealogy" approach in its course. The data
were gathered through interviews, memoirs, analyses, reports and historical

documents. Newspapers such as "Ettelaat’, "Ayandegan", "Payame Daneshju" and "
Enghelabe Eslami" are other sources referred to along with other written sources.

FINDINGS

If we consider a fragile alliance of three groups of Nationalist, Islamic, leftist resulted
in the Islamic Revolution, the post-revolution conflicts need to be analyzed in line
with the divisions and differences between these forces. Surely, in such a situation, the
university as one of the important centers of power will be the subject of these
conflicts as the share of each force in influencing the university atmosphere after the
revolution was different. The Leftist current could take control of public atmosphere
of university and the Nationalist current kept its influence on the university
administrative framework, but Islamic current was unable to implement its desired
model in the university and was dissatisfied with the existing process. Contrary to
popular opinion, the analysis of the arrangement of forces in the university arena
shows that during the early days and months of the revolution, the force that shaped
the Cultural Revolution not only did not dominate the university, but had left the field
to its rivals. With these explanations, it is questionable as to what kind of
developments and events resulted in the Cultural Revolution. This is where the article
tries to find the analysis at the "event" level. In a situation where the National
Organization of Academics, according to critics, did not have a clear vision and idea
for running the university, a historical event diminished their role and presence in the
university. This incident was the "the US Embassy Takeover" by students known as
"Followers if the Imam's Line". The event, from several perspectives, became a turning
point for subsequent events, especially the Cultural Revolution: First, this incident was
a shot at the provisional government and its main supporter, the National
Organization of Academicians. Second, it provided the ground for the presence of the
Islamic movement in the administration of the country. Third, it created a dividing
line and gap between the Islamic movement and rival groups more clear. The next
event that had an impact on the destruction of Islamic forces was the "First
Parliamentary Elections". This also had an impact on the subsequent events and
developments in the public space of the country and the university in several ways:
First, it changed the equations of power and the conflict over in favor of the Islamic
trend. Second, the dispute over the result of the election was dragged into the
university atmosphere and between student groups. Third, a new kind of



"foreignization" was formed within it, and the Cultural Revolution should be
understood in its continuation. Finally, the climax and decisive point of the
transformation that had put the university on the verge of a new "skinning" happened
in Tabriz during the speech of "Hashemi Rafsanjani". This incident provided the
ground for the elimination of the second rival of the Islamic movement, namely the
left forces, and through that movement, the so-called students "Followers the Imam's
line" were able to assert their demand to close the universities until a fundamental
transformation is realized. Apart from the listed incidents, in the months leading up
to the Cultural Revolution, other incidents took place in the country, the most
important of which were the "Azerbaijan Incidents" and "Sahra Turkmen". It is true
that these events had nothing to do with the university in the first place, but on the
one hand, the aforementioned events affected the supporters of these groups in the
university, and on the other hand, due to the increasingly tense atmosphere, it
strengthened the idea of the rule of the Islamic movement over the administration of
the country's affairs; although the mentioned idea was not consciously thought out at
that moment, it was strengthened in practice.

CONCLUSION

Concentration of the study was on space and history which had shown in events before
and after the Cultural Revolution. There were clashes of opinions, models, perceptions
methods toward university, with each group trying to dominate others in managing
based on their thought. Although their general plans were to change the higher
educational system, but practically wanted to change the procedure with strong different
opinions with each other. Therefore, contrary to popular belief, university had bitter
experience at the beginning of revolution. As if masses mulled over the Islamic
credential and that Islamism groups had Islamic thought and idea to manage university,
but it wasn’t true based on the historical analysis and research. Based on such
understanding, the event of the Cultural Revolution cannot be considered the result of a
rational calculation and a predetermined project. In a specific period of time, a series of
events took place, the convergence of which changed the atmosphere in favor of the
Cultural Revolution. This change of conditions removed the Islamic movement, which
until that point had been left out of the university administration process, and make
their takeover of the university possible.

NOVELTY

A few studies that have conducted on the Cultural Revolution with the approach of
discourse analysis and genealogy do not present a sufficient and lasting picture of
how this historical event emerged (refer to: Farastakhah, 2010 & Zairi, 2016 &
Rezaie, 2017). Focusing on the 15-month of the beginning of the revolution, this
article has examined the rise of the cultural revolution with the outcome of forces
and events in that period.
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