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fundamental phrase of the book "in general, the history of the Iranian university is
tied to political sociology" (p. 684), the same positivist essentialist orientation
obliges him to embraces a technocratic understanding of this basic principle.
Considering "development programs" as a natural, rigid and solid entity without
any background and historical context, he assumes the whole society, culture,
economy and history evaluated in a close binary role: The positive role of being
authentic and affirming, or the negative role of obstructing and resisting against this
trans-historical, trans-human, trans-political, linear, universal, unige road to going
forward.

Strange enough that the author, in the beginning of some chapters of his book,
specifies the difference of "multiple university models" proportional to their social,
political, economic and cultural context in different countries, especially in six
distinct historical paths of English/ German/ French/ Italian/ Soviet/ American. But
every time, he abandons this approach which is in conflict with his modernization
framework and instead, interprets the contemporary developments in Iran as
"growth; adapted from the conventional model of Western modernity” (p. 504).
Meanwhile, taking the discussion of "multiple academic models" seriously requires
considering the different paths of modernity and modernization in historical
objectivity, which inevitably introduces a hermeneutic, historical, genealogical and
contextual approach to university studies, based on which, it is not impossible to
speak in an essentialist and positivist way about the pros and cons or the success
and failure of the university project in Iran, rather; by rejecting the possibility of
methodological transcendence of the Rational Institutions, the history of the
university is also placed in the context of complex socail interactions and
contradictions and omnipresent power forces. If this methodological turn is
followed, many historical events which are considered sacred, beyond human reach,
the ideal product of pure wisdom, fallen on our contemporary history and all
human geography would be perceived problematic. With the removal of the mask
of universal rationality, many aspects that were left out as irrational factors, regain
their importance. Just conditioned to this methological turn, we may hope that the
second and main goal of The Venture of University in Iran can successfully open the
closed and impenetrable doors of university to the political, social, cultural and
economic history of contemporary Iran and its sociological analysis.
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point is the most important feature of Farasatkhah's research, especially when we
noticed that the first goal of research and the narrative of the official history is also
greatly influenced by the point of view that the researcher adopts towards the
second issue. Farasatkhah’s serious attention to the political and social contexts in
different chapters of the book, shows his emphasis on this point.

However, the author believes that the book has not been successful in
addressing the second goal, because the theoretical framework adopted in the
research basically prevented him from studying the university in its social context.
In other words, from the perspective of university studies as well as science and
technology studies (STS), Farasatkhah's view of university suffers from a kind of
"positivist essentialism" which inevitably creates a rigid barrier between "inside" and
"outside” of the university, isolating that from all social, political, economic and
cultural fields, which occupies more than half of the book. These aspects have been
kept behind the doors of university as a set of external factors and inherently unable
to determine and influence the internal relations of the academic institution.

This issue is not only at the content analysing level of science, technology,
knowledge, researches, and curricula, which are absolutely not taken into account
throughout the book, but also at the level of university management and higher
education policymaking, which is only cited in relation to the external and
quantitative indicators of higher education such as the ratio and method of
students’ admission, the type of study courses (bachelor/associate/additional
studies), diversity of areas, administrative rules and regulations and payments of
tuition fee. This is why in this book, we do not come across university as a
“scientific or thinking or research or technology institute” or deal with its role in the
production and political economy, but we simply encounter with the university as
an institution that provides higher education services and tertiary degrees. In the
various chapters of the book, "educational demand" is the main intermediary
concept that mediates between long political and social sections at the beginning of
the chapter and the statistics and figures related to higher education comes
subsequently. This is the basis of the author's final assessment about success or
failure of higher education management and policy in that period.

The simplistic use of the same interpretations of success/failure,
positive/negative, strength/weakness about higher education policy and
administration in different historical periods is one of the signs and consequences
of the positivist essentialist methodology in this book. Like the positivist
modernization therories, Farasatkhah adopts the linear philosophy and
evolutionary history of preparation-formation-development by imitationg the
developmental stages in the West and makes it a basis for evaluating the history of
university in Iran. He assumes the university as a universal institution with a unique
history, which should inevitably follow the predetermined path of growth and
proliferation. Although Farsatkhah is admitting in a very important and



orientation by expanding vocational courses, adjustment of centralism by expansion
of provincial centers, and creating more diversity in academic fields, which he
describes as "unfinished development".

The eighth chapter titled "The Islamic Revolution Period" is the most detailed
one, the major part of which is dedicated to “The Cultural Revolution” and the
description of its intense tendency to control the higher education in the first
decade of the revolution, and at the end of the chapter, mentioning some
proceedings in order to compensate for some previous damages in the renewed
modernization of the post-war years of 1370s and the First to Fourth Development
Plans. This chapter is the most prominent due to quantitative data and documents
referred and the originality of the subject as well as important information about the
emergence of strategic trends in higher education after the revolution including, the
merger and dissolution of education centers, the separation of medical education,
the curriculum planning, the centralisation of faculty recruitment and the addition
of “The Selection Committee”, Islamization of humanities and social sciences,
changes in the perspective of the independence of universities and changes in
statistics related to variables of the entry and employment of women, technical-
vocational education, the diversity of academic fields and the distribution of
universities at the national level, welfare issues of faculty members, distant
education and in particular, the establishment and extraordinary growth of Islamic
Azad University as a non-governmental open higher education institute.

THE MOST IMPORTANT CRITICAL POINTS

The Ventures of University in Iran is an important and admirable book, because it is
an outcome of a lengthy and exhaustive research in the pristine and unexplored
areas of "university studies” by an Iranian researcher involved in higher education
policymaking (the Institute for Research and Planning in Higher Education) in the
post-Islamic revolution years'. In this field of study, the book has chosen a dual goal
that has doubled its burden: as its main title implies, on the one hand, it tries to be a
first-rate historical research which is trying to compensate the lack of information
about the history of Iranian universities; on the other, as subtitle suggests, it wants
to be a second-rate sociological work that places the official and administrative
history of this institution in the context of the political, social, economic, and
cultural developments of its time.

Methodologically, in the first sentence of the introduction with which the book
begins, Farasatkhah specifies the second goal as follows: "The basic assumption in
this study is that the transformation of new educational, scientific and academic
institutions in societies emerges and moves forward step by step with other
economic, social, cultural and political transformations" (p. 11). Attention to this

1. For info on non-Iranian researchers in post-revolution years, refer to Manashri, 2017. translated by
the author and Erfan Mosleh
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1288 as the most important event in the structural establishment of new education
in Iran. The foundation, growth and expansion of "high schools" as preparatory
institutions of new higher education are also related to this period, which is not
covered in this chapter and is wrongly placed in the sixth chapter of the book (Pp.
200-241).

The sixth chapter "First Pahlavi Period; Establishing University within the
Government" which consists of two large parts, one describing the political, social,
cultural and economic developments of Reza Shah's period and the other, the
concluding chapter, and a small part between these two describes some important
indicators and issues in administrating universities. The conclusion of this chapter
also consists of two large parts in explaining statute and general characteristics of
high schools of the constitutional period as well as the University of Tehran in its
first two decades, and tries to count the strengths and weaknesses of these two
periods, which contain important historical points. Among problems such as
centralism, lack of requirement assessment, excessive dependence on government
budget, weakness of applied approach, weakness of research, split between old and
new, lack of attention to small and open education, independence of university,
understanding university as a cultural institute instead of specialised institute, and
in general defining the university within the government as part of the
modernization project of the authoritarian state, all of which later become chronic
and persistent problems in Iranian higher education.

The seventh chapter of the book is entitled "The Second Pahlavi Period", a large
part of which is dedicated to the review of political, social, economic and cultural
developments during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah and the path leading to
the Islamic Revolution of 1357. According to Farasatkhah, the Pahlavi government
had a dual structure, which on the one hand attracted modernist intellectuals and
educated people, and was moving rapidly towards the modernization of the Iranian
society, and on the other hand, there were trends of autocracy, repression and
severe corruption mixed with foreign dependence to Imperialist powers within it.
With regard to the effect of this dual structure on higher education, Farasatkhah
relates the growth and proliferation of higher education to the successful
implementation of pre-revolutionary development programs to the positive
orientation of the Pahlavi regime, and from this concludes that the decade of the 20s
until 1332, due to the turmoil and conflicts caused by political pluralism and party
competitions, was not successful in implementing the first development program
and as a result, the proliferation of university was unsuccessful. In spite, he
introduces the two decades of authoritarian modernization after the coup from
1332 to 1352 as the "Proliferation Period". In this chapter, Farasatkhah believes that
some issues arising in the rapid quantitative proliferation forced educational
policymakers to qualitatively review this process in the early 1350s which led to a
new era of correcting some shortcomings in indicators such as women's access,
balance in study groups, development of teaching staff, adjustment of bachelor's



chapter, which is summarized in four tables as "Some Factors Affecting Increasing
Demand for Teaching and Learning Technology and Knowledge in..." for each
historical period, Farasatkhah believes that these are economic, political and
cultural developments (or factors such as business growth, urban planning,
population increase, security, democratic freedoms, improving the status of women,
etc.) that create a demand for science and technology education in every
civilization, and the lack of these factors in ancient and medieval Iran had been the
main obstacle to the emergence and growth of science and technology institutions
until the Safavid era. Therefore, the main theme of these three chapters is to express
some structural reasons for Iran's historical backwardness compared to the progress
of the West in eight hundred years of history. This has been compiled with the
author's scattered references to other works that deal with the issue of the reasons
behind Iran's backwardness, which according to Farasatkhah, can also be
generalized to the historical delay in establishing a modern university. He says, even
though the names of top level intellectuals and elites can be seen in the early
civilization of Islam, but this intellectual excellence could not last long in this
geographical area and instead, the Latin translation of Muslim works until
Renaissance helped establish and develop new universities in Europe. As
Farasatkhah himself notes, the first three chapters of his book are, in fact, a
historical investigation to find an answer to the question: "Why were we delayed in
creating a modern academic system?" (p. 56). From this point of view, the fourth
chapter and the beginning of reform during the Qajar era is the first phase that,
according to Farasatkhah, finds a connection with the origin of the university
historiography in Iran.

The fourth chapter entitled "Post-Enlightenment; The Period of the
Development of University in the World" after giving a summary of developments
taking place in the western university system in the 19th century, deals with the
chaotic situation in Iran after the collapse of the Safavid, defeat in the wars with
Russia and the start of emergency government reforms, one of the main elements of
which, was to draw the attention of the country's elites to the importance of new
schools and the beginning of the "modern educational movement" in Iran, which
followed in three rounds of reforms i.e. the period of Abbas Mirza and deputies,
Amir Kabir and Moshir al-Doulahs and in six stages: 1. The beginning of
dispatching of students to abroad; 2. Promoting the idea of the importance of new
educational institutions through travelogues; 3. Establishing the first new schools by
Christian Missioners; 4. Establishing the first new educational institutions within
the government, especially Dar al-Funun; 5. Creating the ministry of science; and 6.
The emergence of new educational associations outside the government, especially
the “Ma’refat Association”.

The fifth chapter is a short one about a brief constitutional regime of Qajar,
which Farasatkhah considers the approval of the "Administrative Law of the
Ministry of Education, Endowments and handicrafts" in the second parliament in
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INTRODUCTION

Undoubtedly, The Venture and Historicity of University in Iran by Maghsoud
Farasatkhah can be considered a reference book and a handbook in the field of
university studies, both from historical and sociological point of views. Farasatkhah
is one of the most distinguished and outstanding researchers, lecturers and experts
in the field of higher education in Iran. Of course, this book has a special and
central place among all the works of the author in terms of authenticity and
comprehensiveness.

INTRODUCING THE BOOK

The Ventures of University in Iran in a comprehensive book written by Maghsoud
Farasatkhah, a member of the Institute for Research and Planning in Higher
Education. As the subtitle suggests, this book has been written with aim of studying
the historicity of higher education in the context of Iran's economic, social, political
and cultural developments. Among its eight chapters which covers from the ancient
period to the 1380s (of solar calendar), 311 pages are dedicated to the Pahlavi period
and 256 pages to the period of the Islamic Republic, and the first 164 pages deal
with the introduction to the establishment of the modern institution of “The
University” in 1313. In other words, Farasatkhah points that the foundation of the
University of Tehran is the starting point of the university historiography in Iran.
He states in the introduction that if the university system in the West has a history
of eight hundred years and has gone through three periods of “Preparation”
(Middle Ages), “Formation” (From the Renaissance to the Enlightenment) and
“Development”, while the university system in Iran "has suffered a historical
deferment and attributed just to about the recent 70-80 years", which compared to
the usual three-stage growth in the world, has gone through seven periods of ups
and downs on its way to development. The same logic has also shaped the
compilation of the book: 1. Deferment and Delay (Safavid period and before); 2.
Provision/Preparation (Qajar period), 3. Genesis (Constitutional period); 4.
Establishment and Formation (First Pahlavi period); 5. Growth and Expansion
(1332-1352); 6. Unfinished Development (1352-1357); and 7. From Closure and
Deferment to Adjustment and Challenges of Redevelopment (Since the victory of
the Islamic Revolution) (p. 11).

The first, second, and third chapters of the book contains 70 pages which are
respectively entitled as "Evolution of Science and Knowledge Institutions during the
Ancient Civilization"; "Middle Age; Preparing Period of University in the World"
and, "From the Renaissance to the Enlightenment". These shed light on the
development of science and technology in the ancient civilization of Sumer and
Crete and the structural difficulties and limitations of the ancient Iranian
civilization, the period of relative prosperity of science in Gondishapur and a
comparative study of intellectual and scientific developments from the Middle Ages

to the 18th century with regard to the Western and Islamic civilizations. In the first
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"foreignization" was formed within it, and the Cultural Revolution should be
understood in its continuation. Finally, the climax and decisive point of the
transformation that had put the university on the verge of a new "skinning" happened
in Tabriz during the speech of "Hashemi Rafsanjani". This incident provided the
ground for the elimination of the second rival of the Islamic movement, namely the
left forces, and through that movement, the so-called students "Followers the Imam's
line" were able to assert their demand to close the universities until a fundamental
transformation is realized. Apart from the listed incidents, in the months leading up
to the Cultural Revolution, other incidents took place in the country, the most
important of which were the "Azerbaijan Incidents" and "Sahra Turkmen". It is true
that these events had nothing to do with the university in the first place, but on the
one hand, the aforementioned events affected the supporters of these groups in the
university, and on the other hand, due to the increasingly tense atmosphere, it
strengthened the idea of the rule of the Islamic movement over the administration of
the country's affairs; although the mentioned idea was not consciously thought out at
that moment, it was strengthened in practice.

CONCLUSION

Concentration of the study was on space and history which had shown in events before
and after the Cultural Revolution. There were clashes of opinions, models, perceptions
methods toward university, with each group trying to dominate others in managing
based on their thought. Although their general plans were to change the higher
educational system, but practically wanted to change the procedure with strong different
opinions with each other. Therefore, contrary to popular belief, university had bitter
experience at the beginning of revolution. As if masses mulled over the Islamic
credential and that Islamism groups had Islamic thought and idea to manage university,
but it wasn’t true based on the historical analysis and research. Based on such
understanding, the event of the Cultural Revolution cannot be considered the result of a
rational calculation and a predetermined project. In a specific period of time, a series of
events took place, the convergence of which changed the atmosphere in favor of the
Cultural Revolution. This change of conditions removed the Islamic movement, which
until that point had been left out of the university administration process, and make
their takeover of the university possible.

NOVELTY

A few studies that have conducted on the Cultural Revolution with the approach of
discourse analysis and genealogy do not present a sufficient and lasting picture of
how this historical event emerged (refer to: Farastakhah, 2010 & Zairi, 2016 &
Rezaie, 2017). Focusing on the 15-month of the beginning of the revolution, this
article has examined the rise of the cultural revolution with the outcome of forces
and events in that period.
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INTRODUCTION

The aim of the study is to know the history of the Cultural Revolution and how it
took shape in the 1980s. As a matter of fact, the paper discusses questions about the
force shaping this revolution and what developments and events could lead to the
Cultural Revolution in Iran. Was it the direct result of the victory of the 1979
Islamic Revolution?

METHODOLOGY

This research has taken into account a "genealogy" approach in its course. The data
were gathered through interviews, memoirs, analyses, reports and historical

documents. Newspapers such as "Ettelaat’, "Ayandegan", "Payame Daneshju" and "
Enghelabe Eslami" are other sources referred to along with other written sources.

FINDINGS

If we consider a fragile alliance of three groups of Nationalist, Islamic, leftist resulted
in the Islamic Revolution, the post-revolution conflicts need to be analyzed in line
with the divisions and differences between these forces. Surely, in such a situation, the
university as one of the important centers of power will be the subject of these
conflicts as the share of each force in influencing the university atmosphere after the
revolution was different. The Leftist current could take control of public atmosphere
of university and the Nationalist current kept its influence on the university
administrative framework, but Islamic current was unable to implement its desired
model in the university and was dissatisfied with the existing process. Contrary to
popular opinion, the analysis of the arrangement of forces in the university arena
shows that during the early days and months of the revolution, the force that shaped
the Cultural Revolution not only did not dominate the university, but had left the field
to its rivals. With these explanations, it is questionable as to what kind of
developments and events resulted in the Cultural Revolution. This is where the article
tries to find the analysis at the "event" level. In a situation where the National
Organization of Academics, according to critics, did not have a clear vision and idea
for running the university, a historical event diminished their role and presence in the
university. This incident was the "the US Embassy Takeover" by students known as
"Followers if the Imam's Line". The event, from several perspectives, became a turning
point for subsequent events, especially the Cultural Revolution: First, this incident was
a shot at the provisional government and its main supporter, the National
Organization of Academicians. Second, it provided the ground for the presence of the
Islamic movement in the administration of the country. Third, it created a dividing
line and gap between the Islamic movement and rival groups more clear. The next
event that had an impact on the destruction of Islamic forces was the "First
Parliamentary Elections". This also had an impact on the subsequent events and
developments in the public space of the country and the university in several ways:
First, it changed the equations of power and the conflict over in favor of the Islamic
trend. Second, the dispute over the result of the election was dragged into the
university atmosphere and between student groups. Third, a new kind of
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The study intends to show the formation of the Cultural Revolution in Iran, which is
commonly believed to be the continuation of the natural process and an outcome of the
victory of 1979 Islamic revolution. Taking into account this idea, and expanding it further,
the paper examines how it was possible historically and how those behind the Cultural
Revolution could make the arrangement. In other words, what developments and events
could shape the forces behind the Cultural Revolution? Asking this type of question makes
a moment of history important, as it was often ignored under the macro and homogenized
narrative of the dominant historiography in universities after the 1979 revolution. This
momentary knowledge is important from different angles: First, it overturns many
common perceptions about the university after the revolution. Second: it traces the
genealogy of the current order that has its sway over the university atmosphere. Third, it
reviews the emergence of the Cultural Revolution in relation to events of that particular
time and space. To study this issue, Foucault's historical analysis or genealogy has been
used. Genealogy concentrates on questions related to the present time, i.e. showing how the
phenomenon emerged in its socio-historical environment, how did it work and what was
made possible and impossible with its action? Results do not show any correlation between
the 1979 Islamic Revolution and the Cultural Revolution of Junel981. A real event that led
to the closure of all universities just 15 months after the revolution was the result of a series
of historical events. In the absence of those events, the Cultural Revolution couldn’t occur
or possibly could have happened in a different way. Universities in their shape and form we
see today were subject to the outcome of forces of uncertain ratio and fragile period of
history rather than being influenced by general wisdom, specific human resources, unique
aim and predetermined necessities.
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Second; cases those are common and ongoing in the field of management such
as, university entrance examinations and the beginning of the new academic year.

Third, those related to solving or reducing problems left over from the past,
such as the large number of applicants to enter universities against the low capacity
of higher education institutions, and as a result, the large number of unemployed
and dissatisfied graduates.

Fourth, cases those are in response to the pressures and bargaining of different
social and political groups; such as the approval of the realization of e plans of the
headquarters of the Cultural Revolution.

CONCLUSION

The Revolutionary Council founded in a critical situation and ended its work in a
critical situation. Throughout its tenure, this council faced with a reality called "dual
sovereignty" whether in December 1978 to February 1979, and in February 1979 to
July 1980. The first period was in an easy competition with the Bakhtiar
government and the second period was in a difficult competition with the newly
established popular institutions. As said, there was a little consensus within the
Council and it was less of an issue where there was no disagreement among
members. It seems that what existed in the Revolutionary Council were different
images and perceptions of the higher education system or university, which had
nothing in common with each other; part of this was due to the academic
background of the members, and part was due to their relationship with academics
in the years before the revolution. However, the details of negotiations show that the
concern about the power and position of the Council and the fear of what will
probably happen due to the speed and scope of the developments have had a great
impact on their stance towards the developments of universities or students’
activities.

In any case, the goal and final result of this review is not necessarily different
from other studies, but it may be able to provide a more accurate picture of a short
and important period that is often given less attention due to the importance of the
Cultural Revolution.

NOVELTY

Some of the resolutions of the Revolutionary Council regarding universities have
already been cited by the authors, but the details of negotiations have received less
attention due to being published recently. Although the details of the negotiations
have not been fully published and it covers only 10 months (March to December
1979), these writings give an interesting picture of their approaches and
disagreements about higher education.
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INTRODUCTION

The victory of the 1979 revolution is considered the beginning of a new stage of
academic life in Iran, because it was the onset of the transformation of the
relationship between the university and the political domain and the redefinition of
expectations from higher educational institutions. The relationship between
university and politics has been examined from different perspectives during this
long period. Most of the studies have tried to analyze the relationship between these
two based on political and social developments, but in most of them, the internal
competitions and dynamics of each field and their effects and consequences have
been neglected. Moreover, almost all of these studies consider the Cultural
Revolution in 1980 as a turning point in the history of Iran's scientific system and
focus on it. Although this point is true, it has caused a short but important period;
that is, from February 1979 to the beginning of Y4A:, which is the connecting
period between the Islamic Revolution and the Cultural Revolution, would be under
the shadow.

To show this importance, the present article attempts to review this period and
show that at least part of what happened under the title of Cultural Revolution is the
continuation of the actions and differences that had started before. The sources of
this historical study are the documents of the Revolutionary Council, including
resolutions and the details of negotiations.

Islamic Revolutionary Council. The Revolutionary Council was formed in
January 1980 with the aim of taking measures to govern the country during the
transition period. The initial core of the council was Motahari, Beheshti, Bahonar,
Mousavi Ardabili and Hashemi Rafsanjani and it was managed by Motahari. Once
it was decided that the number of members would increase, other people were
gradually invited upon the approval of Imam Khomeini, such as Taleghani,
Khamenei and Bazargan. The most important decisions of this group were
organizing protests and strikes, talking with commanders of the armed forces and
representatives of embassies, and introducing Bazargan for the position of prime
minister. After the Imam's return to Iran on February 1, 1979 and the issuance of
Bazargan's decree as Prime Minister on the 5 of February, the Revolutionary
Council acted as the legislative branch and interim government worked as the
executive branch.

Universities in Light of Revolutionary Council's Decisions. We can categorize
debates and resolutions of the Revolutionary Council about universities in four
general groups:

First; all that are in the framework of changing and rebuilding existing
institutions and laws; for example: the establishment of the Ministry of Culture and
Higher Education and the merger of some universities and higher education
institutions.
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The victory of the 1979 Islamic revolution marked a new stage of academic life in Iran,
especially affecting the relationship between the university and the political domain. The
present article is seeking to review the documents of the Revolutionary Council; including
resolutions and negotiation proceedings, examine the important period of February 1979 to
July 1981 in order to determine what factors affected the decisions of this council.
Accordingly, four-dimensional debates and resolutions were identified in this period to
change the structure and arrangement, to manage current issues, to solve remaining
problems from the past and, to respond to the demands and bargaining of different social
and political groups. Some of the resolutions have so far been reviewed by researchers, but
the negotiation proceedings, although incomplete, have received less attention and analysis
due to their recent publication. These negotiations, which include 10 months (March to
December 1979), provide an interesting picture of the approaches of the revolution leaders
regarding universities and have been analyzed with reference to the historical context. At
first, the debates and resolutions are focused more on structural changes, but with the rapid
emergence of problems, this is mixed with socio-political demands and pressures, and the
council inevitably moves in several directions at the same time. This review shows that,
firstly, in order to understand the evolution of academic universities in Iran after the
revolution, we need to study the developments during the one-and-a-half-year period
(1979 to 1981) after the victory of the revolution until the emergence of the Cultural
Revolution. Secondly: the management and reconstruction of the higher education system
in general, and the issue of the university in particular, has been an important concern for
leaders and statesmen after the revolution, and they repeatedly spoke about the current
developments, problems and unrests. However, there was no consensus or common
perception among the members of the council, and there was anxiety about the power and
position of the council and fear of what would probably happen due to the speed and extent
of changes, has greatly influenced their stance toward the development of universities or
students’ activities. The final result of this analytical presentation is not necessarily different
from other studies, but perhaps it can draw a more accurate picture of a short and
important period that is often given less attention and focus due to the importance of the
Cultural Revolution.
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For the students and graduates of that faculty, class, work, study, sports,
recreation activity and rest were seven elements that cannot be delivered and
reduced rather should be taken into consideration altogether. They learned science
in modern libraries and study halls with the help of professors and other students,
and tested what they had learned in laboratories, and took the path of research and
investigation, and then applied what they had learned in refineries and fields. They
took practical test in oil and other industries based on their field of expertise. In this
hard and serious way, happiness and recreation, participation and support were
never neglected, and thus, with their existence, the three pillars of science,
engineering and art - which refers to creativity, happiness and participation - were
accomplished. It was these creative and capable leaders who expanded the practice
of their student years in upgrading the city of Abadan to a lively and dynamic city
with an undeniable sense of belonging to the college, the oil industry and the
country in the following decades, and in the years after the departure of American
and non-American oil experts. After the 1979 revolution and throughout the
difficult and historical period of eight years of war, when Iran's oil industry was the
target of all sanctions, problems and military attacks, these Iranian experts kept the
oil Industry afloat and proud.

NOVELTY

The experience of non-continuity of the programs of the Abadan Institute of
Technology and some other similar universities and colleges in Iran as a relatively
traditional country with special religious and cultural values, often in conflict with
European culture, showed that the idea of gathering and authoring Iranian and
Islamic culture with science and modern Western technology that is embodied in an
academic institution is essentially a difficult and challenging task. To this
inconsistency, we can add the structural contradiction within the country's
governance; a conflict caused by a combination of liberal economic and social
structures on the one hand and the continuation and rather the expansion of
authoritarianism and individual dictatorship on the other. Rereading positive and
negative experiences of this cultural and organizational integration and the conflicts
arising from it in the activities of the Abadan Institute of Technology in the sixties-
as if it was accompanied by acceptable success at the beginning- and the challenges
that the same college faced in the seventies, especially the growth of political Islam
and closeness of this current with other political currents claiming power in the
academic space can have significant points for cultural policy making in Iran's
higher education.
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Unfortunately, due to limited resources, our picture of the faculty's activities in the
first decade of its activity, i.e. in the 1960s, is not complete. However, thanks to the
few surviving documents, especially the college's student yearbook, which recorded
the most detailed events of each year, and conversations with some of the graduates
of those days, a more or less clear picture of those activities, has been highlighted in
this article.

FINDINGS

In this article, most attention has been paid to communication lines of the three
pillars of science, art and engineering in the personality of the students of the
Abadan Institute of Technology. These three pillars and their organic relationship
with each other are also stated in the goals mentioned in the statutes of Abadan
Institute of Technology: 1) Training young men and women in the fields of
engineering and economics so that they can powerfully deal with the problems they
face in the new era. 2) The ability of the graduates to clearly understand the main
concepts of the specialized field and solve problems with the help of the knowledge
and skills they have acquired. 3) The development of the human character of people
who should honestly mix with the society and lead it in the best way.

CONCLUSION

The obvious and tangible change of Iran's educational system from the French
model to the American model in the 1950s and after the success of the government
in stabilizing the political situation and formulating the second plan on the one
hand and communicating with the World Bank and financial institutions and
gaining the support of the Americans on the other, especially with the aim of
preventing the influence of the Russians in the region caused a new generation of
liberal universities to start their work in Iran. These universities, faculties and
colleges should have multiple social services while training experts in industrial and
economic fields and services in accordance with the construction program. In
addition to covering local and national community services, these centers
considered their most outstanding social service to be the cultivation of democratic,
participatory generations and creative leaders to define and develop entrepreneurial
fields, all of which should be the main requirement of the new political system of
the world and free markets, in which, Iran was also an active member.

In Abadan Institute of Technology, educational and skill development programs
were aimed at the above goal in a coordinated way and by giving the maximum
amount of defined freedom and activity to the students, in addition to scientific and
engineering skills. The participation of students in activities, along with classroom
training and advanced laboratories and diligent presence in practical fields, not only
established the connection between science and engineering skills in developing
their personality and actions in a precise way, but their integration with free and
active student actions paved the way to build knowledgeable and capable,
cooperative and committed personalities to the organization and the country.
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INTRODUCTION

For researchers in the field of higher education as well as many Iranian families, the
Petroleum University of Technology evokes a brilliant history of discipline,
knowledge, skill and employment in the National Oil Company or oil and
engineering firms active in Iran and neighboring countries.

This faculty started its work in the early 1960s based on the legacy of the
previous Abadan Technical Institute, and in accordance with the country's
economic programs that started in the mid-thirties. The alignment of the activities
of this faculty with the development plans of Iran's oil industry and the emergence
of the National Iranian Oil Company at the global had turned its position into a
privileged one in higher education in Iran and the region as a whole.

In this article, an attempt has been made to review the graduates of this center
based on indicators of the American higher education system, including accurate
education and scientific standards, the training of hardworking, happy, responsible,
creative personalities and the close relations of this faculty with related industry,
economy and business.

The reader of this article, after getting acquainted with the history of this
scientific center and its background, will find science, art and engineering domains
in the educational system, and other activities of this university in accordance with
the cultural atmosphere of Abadan and the micro and macro-economic programs
of the oil sector and the government in the forties.

After socio-political transition in Iran, including the nationalization of the oil
industry and the more serious presence of Americans in Iran's construction and
industrial sectors and the need to develop and change the programs of the Abadan
Technical Institute, it was decided that this center would embarked on its activities
after the necessary preparations under the title of Abadan Institute of Technology,
AIT. The Institute began its work in 1963 with two majors "Oil Engineering" and
"Accounting and Business’, with the students who were studying general
engineering - the last course of which was in 1957 and could have graduated in
1963- was in charge of teaching and training students of three majors at the
bachelor's level.

METHODOLOGY

This article, based on the gathering information method through documents and
interviews with graduates and then directors of the faculty as well as the directors of
the Abadan Institute of Technology and the Abadan Refinery, tries to show how
creative and artistic managers can be trained in an engineering training center.
Attention has been paid on how this goal was operationalized? In other words, this
article tries to show that how the Abadan Institute of Technology could achieve its
triple goals, i.e., scientific education, engineering skills, and artistic and creative
leadership in the 1960s with the help of existing programs and activities?
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The Petroleum University of Technology, in continuation of the activities of "The
Abadan Institute of Technical ", was the beginning of a new chapter of technical and
engineering education in Iran with specific missions. This faculty, under the guidance
and leadership of the American Council of Engineering and Professions, and on
behalf of Lafayette Easton College in Pennsylvania, focused on the three pillars of
science, art and engineering for its planning and specialized activity. The three pillars,
in harmony with each other, presented a special type of education aimed at training
capable leaders interested in the scientific development. This study has taken into
account documents, historical study, interviews with graduates and faculty members
of the 1960s. Focusing on the student activities of this faculty in the first decade of its
establishment, this article tries to show how the educational structure played a key
role in creating strong student identities with their participation and creative
leadership. In this research, based on the three domains of "science, art and
engineering”, as symbols of the students” identity of this center, it was found that as a
result of theoretical and practical scientific training, life skills training and social
responsibility training, the idea of artistic leadership as a goal and motto of the faculty
was achieved with an acceptable percentage.
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research needs of various institutions in the country. Therefore, the government
came up with these institutions.

As such, humanities research institutes were established with different missions,
goals and functions so that each of them would respond to a part of the growing
research needs of the country and according to their mission would try to solve
problems and challenges. Based on their structure and function, these institutions
can be considered as thought-generating that, in addition to helping the
government in finding ways to overcome the crises arising from the modernization
process, were able to attract the cooperation between intellectuals and critics of
various fields of human science and at the same time, to introduce Iran's cultural
and civilizational capacities to Iranians and other nations.

CONCLUSION

It is necessary to identify, evaluate and analyze the performance of scientific and
research institutes dealing with humanities in Iran. This mission is possible when
scientific institutions pay attention to matter, i.e. by compiling yearbooks and oral
history of organizations and their leaders prepare grounds for this work. However,
Iran's scientific institutions, especially research centers, still lack their written
record, and we are at the beginning of this path. As a result, our understanding of
the capacities, capabilities, and strength of these institutes and their scientific
capitals is insignificant. Until they have their written record, we cannot have
understanding of their shortcomings and inadequacies. At present, the country is in
dire need of a review of these experiences. The author hopes to remind the
importance and necessity of the same through this article.
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METHODOLOGY

This article was compiled using the historical studies method. For this, first the
required data were collected from the main sources, including the memoirs of
political activists, the press, diaries, archival documents and new researches. The
author provided an important part of the data of this research from the archive of
the Research Institute of Social Sciences. After collecting the data, they were finally
analyzed to present a new account of the causes and process of establishing
humanities institutions between 1960 and 1970. Of course, the author, together with
two of his colleagues, has already published an important part of the documents of
the aforementioned humanities institutes and has referred to some of them in this
article.

FINDINGS

Taking a brief look at the developments in Iran after the White Revolution, the
article came to the point that this revolution marked one of the most extensive
social changes in the history of Iran. This also because the collapse of old structure
of Iranian society was based on agriculture within the framework of lord-serf
relations, and it was collapsed to give way to a new social order. As a result, the
labor force of the agricultural sector was greatly reduced and industrial employment
increased, that is, with the massive migration of rural people to cities; urbanization
grew surprisingly leading to the expansion in industrial working class. The changes
with same proportion occurred in the service sector, health, and education,
administrative and military forces. The number of students multiplied.
Urbanization as well as marginalization in Iran had high place among all developing
countries. One of the most obvious features of social changes was the faster than
usual growth of the new middle class, which now had new demands and
expectations in addition to the search for identity.

With a reference to these consequences, the article finally comes to the
conclusion that the establishment of various humanities research institutes in Iran
in the 1960s was in line with the country's situation, and therefore their
establishment had several reasons: First, it returned to the complexity of the
country's challenges and problems in the modernization process. The rapid
modernization made the country face new and different problems. Second, Iran's
government faced with a contradictory path between reforms and repression, and
choosing any of these paths or a combination of both required a problem analysis
and research. Third, the speed of changes in the country made the Iranian people
suffer from social and identity conflicts. This issue had become one of the main
critical discourses of the government, including Islamists, Marxist leftist currents,
and even elites and intellectuals who supported the government. It is clear that it
was impossible to get out of it without deep study. Fourth, since Iranian universities
had an educational approach, they were practically unable to respond to the
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INTRODUCTION

In Iran, the establishment of humanities research institutes is the outcome of
Iranians' encounter with Western civilization/modernity and their efforts to
understand this phenomenon. The first humanities research institute in Iran was
established during Naser al-Din Shah under the name "Dar al-Tarjomeh Naseri" or
"Dar al-Antaba’at Naseri" which was mainly active in the field of history and
geography of Iran and the translation of the history of the world’s developed
countries. Despite the age of this institution, the expansion and prosperity of
humanities research institutes in Iran was slow and historically delay. Throughout
the Qajar period and even after the constitutional revolution, no other research
institute was established. But this did not mean the halt in humanities research
activities because after the constitution, a wide movement in this field was formed.

During Reza Shah, the "Moasase Waez va Khatabeh" (Institute of Sermons and
Orations) was established as a huge propagation device to enlighten the Iranian
public regarding the new situation and regulate the relations between the
government and the clergy. Since 1938, this institute tuned into "Thought
Cultivation Organization”. This humanities research institute tried to inject
monarchist, modernist, religious-separatist (secularism), nationalist, antiquarian,
etc. thoughts into the Iranian society.

In 1948, the "Center for Study and Research in the Civilization and Culture of
Iran and the Middle East" as well as the "Institute of Social Studies and Research of
the University of Tehran" were established. However, the number of humanities
research institutes established until the beginning of the 1960s was just few. But in
the last decade of Pahlavi's rule, more than 10 institutes and research centers in
various fields of human sciences were emerged. Undoubtedly, their emergence was
not accidental and therefore, the question arsis as why did suddenly so many
humanities research institutes establish in Iran?

The fact is that there was a big leap in the establishment of humanities institutes
after the land reforms. It was only between 1865 and 1879 when more than 10
research institutes were established. With the exception of the Iranian Culture
Foundation, which was established in 1965, institutions such as the Shahnameh
Foundation, the Asian Cultural Documentation Center, the Humanities Research
Institute, the Iranian Center for the Study of Cultures, the Iranian Center for
Historical Research, the Royal Academy of Iranian Sciences, the Persian Language
Academy, the Academy of Literature and Art of Iran, the Royal Society of
Philosophy of Iran, the Research Institute of Communication Sciences and
Development of Iran, are all products of this period. After the Islamic Revolution,
the activity of these eleven institutions was stopped in its previous form. By
combining and integrating them, the Institute of Cultural Studies and Research was
formed in 1983, and a decade later it was renamed as the Institute of Humanities
and Cultural Studies. This article tries to analyze the motives behind establishing
these institutions.
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The establishment of humanities research institutions in Iran was historically slow as their
numbers could not reach to that of the fingers of one hand by the 1960s. But in the last
decade of Pahlavi's rule, more than 10 institutes and research centers were established in
various fields of humanities. Undoubtedly, their emergence was neither accidental nor
deliberate. The question arises as why did suddenly so many humanities research institutes
emerge in Iran? The current study was carried out using the historical studies method. In this
method, first, the required historical data were gathered from the main sources, archival
documents and researches and then analyzed in order to provide a new account on causes
and process behind the establishment of institutions between 1960s and 1970s, out of which,
the Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences was formed. The article, with a brief
insight into the developments in Iran after the White Revolution, finally comes to the
conclusion that the reason behind the establishment of various research institutions was due
to complex problems in the process of modernization, which made the Iranian government
subject to contradictions between reforms and repression on the one hand and social and
identity conflicts on the other. Since universities had an educational approach, they were
practically unable to respond to the country's research needs. Therefore, humanities research
institutes could help the government find ways to overcome modernization crises, attract the
cooperation of intellectuals and critics in humanities fields, and also show Iran's cultural and
civilizational capacities to the people of Iran and beyond. As such, the government put its
effort to establish these institutions. The history of Iran's scientific institutions, especially
research institutions, has not been documented and we are at the beginning of this path. The
author hopes this article would prove a way forward in reminding its importance and
necessity.
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depending the life of such activities on governments and the brief management of
scientific centers on the one hand and neglecting these programs, on the other, can
have many damages in the progress of its work.

CONCLUSION

Soon, the "National Observatory Plan" will turn into "National Observatory of Iran"
and astronomical researches will start with the available equipment. This is the first
major scientific project in modern Iran. Apart from the details of the events,
important points to me are as followed:

A) The policy of managing the construction of scientific equipment is vital for
the development of science and technology in the country. This policy, which was
adopted in the national observatory plan, has many benefits for the country's
scientific and industrial progress as well as the scientific management in Iran.

b) Universality of the plan. Large scientific equipment is doomed to failure if it is
not seen universally. Universality means that the question, on which, the equipment
is designed should be the same the science seeks to answer, and the precision in its
construction should expand the engineering domain.

¢) Supervision on macro scientific plan. Since the national capital is spent on
these plans, it is necessary for the beneficiaries of the executive branch - a board of
directors at the level of the minister and the vice president along with several
scientific figures - to have a high level of supervision over the plan. This monitoring
has several aspects:

« Help to meet financial and service needs of the plan.

o Determine financial dimensions of the project in accordance with facilities
required by the project and monitor how it is spent.

» Appointment of an international specialized council - not under the project
manager - headed by an experienced person who will only pay attention to the
scientific benefits of the project. It is necessary to pay attention to the separation of
the project manager from the head of the council due to possible conflict of
interests.

« Study periodical reports of the International Council in the field of design and
construction, and the appropriate decision.

« Decide on how to use and manage the equipment at the national level with a
global perspective after the completion of its construction and the start of scientific
work, as well as how to provide for its maintenance costs in a way that brings the
best benefit to the country.
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INTRODUCTION

The 1970s should be considered the beginning of a plan called "The National
Observatory of Iran" after Mahmoud Khan Qomi's royal observatory plan. The
Scientific Research Council of the country, during the second period of its activities
after the revolution i.e. between 1990 and 2000, gave priority to researches. The
results of research priorities in the field of basic sciences had two effective outputs:
First, the 1999 Taleghan statement on the development of basic sciences, and
second, accepting the concept of a macro research project. In addition to the
conventional research priorities in various fields of basic sciences, two high-priority
projects i.e., "National Observatory of Iran" and "National Accelerator of Iran" were
accepted after about two years of discussion in the Physics Committee and the
Commission of Basic Sciences and finally by the Scientific Research Council.

The project “National Observatory of Iran” was followed by the Deputy of
Research of the Ministry of Science, Research and technology after the closure of the
National Scientific Research Council. The first task was to follow up on the location
and secure finances for the project. For this purpose, the necessary equipment was
prepared in consultation with global experts. For the expert workforce, 20 out of
120 applicants were selected for training, which was arranged in four groups of 4
people to work on the four peaks and one team for emergency situations. Four
regions were the results of these studies: South Khorasan, Kerman, Qom, and
Kashan. Then, it was necessary to determine peaks in these four regions for
measuring the astronomical visibility parameter.

In terms of the budget, the strategic plan related to National Observatory of Iran
was submitted to the government committee for presentation and approval, and it
was finally approved in March 2002.

METHODOLOGY

In this article, the social history of this plan has been written based on the approach
of social historiography of major international scientific and technological activities.
It has also taken into account the method of analyzing the timeline of decisions and
actions taken in the process of approving, launching and developing this macro
plan of the National Observatory of Iran.

FINDINGS

The lack of continuity of national macro plans due to the short span of governments
and the lack of independence of national and international scientific and
technological activities showed how much the implementation of this plan has been
affected during several governments and continues to affect its progress. This
unreasonable dependence is the story of many scientific and technological projects
in Iran; those require a lot of accuracy from definition to implementation and
national and international partnerships of universities and scientific and
technological centers. In practice, the implementation of this plan showed how
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Iran's national observatory is one of the macro plans, which many universities, companies
and institutions have participated in its execution and implementation. This paper tries to
examine the ups and downs of defining and implementing this grand project in a country
that on the one hand tends to domestic and international scientific participation and on the
other suffers from many non-academic interventions and obstacles in carrying out such
plans. This paper, after discussing the historicity of the formation of this plan and analyzing
its motives, focuses on the long process of objectifying the said plan. The social history of
macro scientific plans helps us in making policies in this domain and correcting processes
and strengthening drivers. With the transformation of "National Observatory Plan" into
"National Observatory of Iran", it is necessary to take into account issues including global
vision and supervision on the macro scientific plan by the stakeholders in the policy of
managing the construction of scientific equipment, for the development of science and
technology in the country.
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CONCLUSION

The deepening of understanding of modern concepts, along with the practical
possibility of establishing modern institutions in the newly emerging civil domain at
the beginning of the era of Muzaffar al-Din Shah, led to the establishment of the
first modern institutions in the field of education in contemporary Iran. One of the
most unique examples of such institutions was the Anjoman-e MAREF, which was
founded with the support of Ali Khan Amin ol-Dawleh and the efforts of Ehtesham
Saltaneh and some other enlightened elites in 1997. The experience and activity of
this association in its first 3-year show that the concern of its founders, especially
Ehtesham Saltaneh was that this would work in the field of education as a modern
institution. His efforts in financing the association in the manner of modern
institutions by establishing a private company and his efforts in separating the
association from the court, all indicate that the Anjoman-e MAREF was a unique
example of a modern educational institution in Iran before the constitutional
revolution. Although the differences that emerged in its way eventually led to its
collapse or better say, its transformation into a [government] council of education,
but the experience of this association showed that if new educational institutions
could emerged before, based on the criteria governing modern structures and
institutions, they could have become efficient and effective institutions. Of course,
the narrative of the experience of the establishment and collapse of this modern
institution also showed that the issues and obstacles in the way to modern
educational institutions in Iran are very strong. One of these obstacles mentioned in
the article is the lack of monetary economy or money converted into capital in the
financial circulation system. As Max Weber points out, the existence of such an
economy could guarantee self-regulation and ultimately the continuation of
institutions such as the Anjoman-e MAREF.

NOVELTY

In this article, for the first time, the assumption that all new educational institutions
founded in the second half of the Qajar era were modern institutions was
questioned. Of course, this doesn’t mean to introduce all these institutions as non-
modern. Based on the historical-sociological assumptions of the emergence and
movement of modern institutions, we showed that one of the few educational
institutions in the second half of the Qajar era that acted as modern was the
Anjoman-e MAREF. The analysis of the performance of this association is
highlighted for the first time.
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Justice" about 11 years after the establishment of Dar al-Fonun. A booklet that was
both law and procedure; and probably used to bring order to the new system that
emerged after the abolition of Grand Chancellery in the Nasserite era. This new
system was the governing council, which was made up of several ministries. The
"Manual of the Supreme Court of Justice" more than anything else indicated a legal
evolution, the realization of which could prepare the ground for the establishment
of modern institutions, emphasizing uniformity of "servant, merchant, foreign
citizen, a prosperous businessman, a serf, a farmer and an official". Although, as
stated in the same manual, this uniformity was only against the issues that were
considered within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Justice, but it carried a
meaning of "equality” that did not exist before. Another point is the emphasis on the
independence of ministries from each other. This was the first time that the
independence of domains was emphasized in a legal text. In other words, the
autonomy of institutions was recognized in legal terms.

All of these indicate the existence of a strong desire in some statesmen of the late
Nasserite era to develop a legal system that can enable the establishment of modern
bureaucratic institutions. Because in a modern bureaucratic institution, "positions
are not inherited", "points are distributed based on acquired abilities" and
"employees receive benefits regularly in the form of fixed salary and old age
pension". The efforts that were made after the establishment of Dar al-Fonun until
the constitutional revolution can be divided into two categories: First, the efforts
leading to the establishment of schools that were under the court, i.e., they were
institutions in the arms of the embodied source of authority and that is why, they
could not fulfill the first condition of a modern juridical-bureaucratic institution
with self-discipline and autonomy. Second, the efforts leading to schools that were
outside the court’s domain, that is, within the newly formed arena. A general
concept emerged that was created by the activity of some urban associations at the
end of the Nasserite era and the beginning of the Mozaffari era. One of the most
important urban associations whose main activity was to support the establishment
of the second type of schools, i.e. new national schools, was called the
"Establishment of National Schools of Iran", which was founded in 1896 with the
support of Ali Khan Amin-ol-Dowleh, the chancellor of Muzaffar al-Din Shah and
with the efforts of "Ehtesham al-Saltaneh, Mirza Karim Khan Savadkoohi, Sardar
Makarram, Seyyed Yahya Dolatabadi, Jafar Qoli Khan Neyyer al-Mulk, Mahmoud
Khan Miftah al-Mulk and several other progressive men" and shortly after its
establishment became known as Anjoman-e MAREF. At first, this association
provided the means for expanding Rushdieh School, which was supported by Ali
Khan Amin-ol-Dowleh, and helped establish a branch of it in Tehran. After that,
schools such Ibtedaiyeh School, Sharaf Sschool, Iftetahueh School and Kuche
Ghariban School were founded. All these were under the Anjoman-e MAREF,
which was a national association.



establish new schools like Dar al-Fonun? It seems that those historical narratives
trying to introduce Dar al-Fonun as a modern institution and an inseparable part of
the history of the establishment of modern institutions in contemporary Iran, rather
than looking for the modern thing in administrative mechanisms of institutions
existing in the form of collective relations, they search for contents. This is despite
the fact that the modern thing first of all realizes itself in the way of organizing
collective relations, and from this point of view, it is not very important that the
part of teaching materials taught in Dar al-Fonun was those taught in modern
Europe in the mid 19th century. What is important is that the way Dar al-Fonun
was run was not different from the way traditional schools were run, at least until
the end of the Nasserite era.

METHODOLOGY

It is important for a sociologist that how modern institutions emerged and affected
the social and cultural environment. The phenomenological method has been
applied in the course of this sociological research as the author consider the method
the best tool to highlight forgotten and hidden things. The author believes that these
forgotten matters must be restored in order to access the correct interpretation of
history which is possible through the phenomenological method. During this
research, the people behind the establishment of Dar al-Fonun and the Education
Association were taken into account. In other words, discovering how they lived,
and what they had in mind while initiated the process of establishing these
institutions. This method is critical since it begins with a radical question. The
author questioned the intentions of historical activists who came into action during
the establishment of these institutions. Analyses and interpretations are aimed at
reaching those answers.

FINDINGS

The fact that Dar al-Fonun cannot be considered a modern educational institution
does not mean that there lacked modern institution in Iran before the constitutional
revolution. Some institutions, which emerged especially after the political changes
at the end of the era of Naseredin Shah and the beginning of Mozafaredin Shah, can
be examples of modern educational institutions in Iran before the constitutional
revolution. In fact, some legal changes were necessary in order to allow modern
institutions in the field of education, which will be discussed in detail in the article.
These transformations and developments did not occur during the establishment of
Dar al-Funun, so it was a bit natural that it was not possible for Dar al-Fonun to
establish itself as a modern institution. As such, the aforementioned developments
provided the necessary legal conditions for the establishment of institutions that can
be based on the modern bureaucratic order, be autonomous and make education
available to everyone.

The first signs of legal development in contemporary Iran can be found in the
process that finally led to the compilation of the "Manual of the Supreme Court of
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INTRODUCTION

The process of establishing new schools in Iran began years before the
Constitutional Revolution with the foundation of Dar al-Fonun School. For many
historians of higher education, this school was a turning point for the emergence of
modern educational institutions in contemporary Iran. Today, there are few who
believe that Dar al-Fonun at the time of its establishment was not an example of a
"modern” school. Nevertheless if we assess the structure and function of this
institution through the theoretical-historical- sociological perspective of the
emergence of modern institutions, we cannot simply apply the adjective "modern”
to Dar al-Fonun. It seems that the establishment of Dar al-Fonun should be
considered an attempt by the then collapsing Iranian bureaucracy to revive courts
that like "Beit al-Hikmah" (The House of Wisdom) or "military schools" functioned
like a state administrative apparatus in a pre-modern order. The reason behind
establishing Dar al-Fonun was to help solve the issues the Qajar government had
encountered with. In the case of Dar al-Fonun’s pre-modern predecessors (Beit al-
Hikmah or military schools), the purpose of their establishment was also to impart
techniques and knowledge in order to strengthen the authority of Abbasid and
Seljuk governments. Of course, Dar al-Fonun had some differences with the
previous two examples. In Dar al-Fonun, techniques were used to create scientific
texts and curriculums, which were taken from modern educational experiences in
the West. The same factor made Dar al-Fonun similar to its western examples, but
since it was under the court and the command of the royal, and it was more similar
to its pre-modern predecessors.

It is well-known that "everyone" was not allowed to study at Dar al-Fonun.
Those who could enter there were from the noble class alone. That was completely
based on the tradition the pre-modern ancestors of Dar al-Fonun followed. Of
course, this tradition was the unchanging logic of pre-modern Iranian bureaucracy,
which was never open to everyone unlike its western counterparts. On the other
hand, despite the fact that many viewed the curricula as a sign of modernity of Dar
al-Fonun, the textbooks of old schools written with the help of ousted professors of
religious seminaries were taught there. The "curriculum" of Dar al-Fonun, was
completely integrated if such a term could be use for the arrangement of lessons.
This integrated program reminds us present-day Islamic universities in Iran.

The question that can be raised here is that considering the intention behind the
establishment of Dar al-Fonun (strengthening the authority of the government) and
the similarity this institution had with its predecessors, can it be considered an
effective step in modernizing higher education in contemporary Iran? That is, can
Dar al-Fonun be called a place where modern subjects with modern education are
raised? In other words, if old schools (seminaries), which had turned into
independent administrative bodies during Qajar, and were in the service of the
Sultan and his government (such as during Safavid) continue to help solve arising
problems, even then Mirza Taqi Khan Amir Kabir would have any motivation to
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The history of new schools in Iran during the Qajar era goes back to the Constitutional
Revolution that took place between 1905 and 1911. Many scholars believe that all those
schools can be considered examples of modern educational institutions. But taking into
account the theoretical-historical-sociological approach, the present article tries to
show that not all those schools that emerged prior to the Constitutional Revolution can
be called modern educational institutions. For that reason, the author argues that Dar
al-Fonun that was founded the royal vizier to Nasereddin Shah and deemed as the first
school was in fact not a modern educational institution because it was neither run
autonomously nor did it provide equal opportunities for all in terms of education. The
paper tries to explain that the possibility of establishing academic institutions, in
general, and modern ones, in particular, in Iran required some kind of constitutional
and legal change. In other words, a sign of change could be seen more than a decade
after the establishment of Dar al-Fonun. The article concludes that this development
eventually led to foundation of institutions such as Anjoman-e MAREF. Despite its
short life, Anjoman-e MAREF was run in the style of a modern institution and played
key role in popularizing education and hence, became a model for establishing modern

educational institutions in later years.
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cure for smallpox supported by doctors and surgeons, London business is in favor
of the population, 500 ships afloat on the Thames and, there are 30 hospitals in
London.

Also in Shushtri's travelogue titled Tohfa Al-Alam, which was written in the
1790s, we see the attention to new knowledge and arts; “New scientific and
technical products and structures such as cameras, clocks, cranes, odometers,
thermometers and ventilators, "School", "Boys and girls who go to school together",
"Critic newspaper”, "House of Justice (Parliament)’, "Business and Prosperity",
"Council and Consultancy”, "Printing", "Insurance" to "English Laws and Legal
Institutions and Justice" in which it is possible to condemn the government officials
with the people's complaint... .

CONCLUSION

It was tens of years before the establishment of a university in Iran that during the
19th century concrete changes were caused in the field led to discourses, and
modern science became a serious topic in this way. It was war, cholera, death,
disease, destruction, famine, drought, corruption, misfortune, anarchy and
devaluing of Iranians that made groups exchange a new plan of knowledge. The
scientific matter arose as a social matter from this concrete world and continued its
flow in the mental world. Illness became a scientific matter and not an earthly and
heavenly or a supernatural. In the first treatises of Iranians, hundreds of times the
affairs of the world were referred to the scientific ones. This was a time when there
was still a century and a half left from the beginning of the history of post-secondary
schools in Iran, let alone a university.

The historicity of university is wusually subject-oriented. In these
historiographies, the dominant assumption was that there is a distinction between
mind and object, between thinking and technique, and between concept and
context. But contrary to these untested assumptions; it was the introduction of new
objects such as printing machines, cameras, weapons, drugs, vaccines, telegraphs
and others into the sphere of Iranian life, which led the Iranian mind to a new plan
of knowledge in the pre-constitutional period, and the need to have a university. As
a matter of fact, the idea of a university in the post-constitutional period was born
from this passage, and thus, the history of the university was born.
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INTRODUCTION

University in Iran has been an issue of debate for over a century that has gradually
turned into a public discourse. Hundreds of academic organizations and
institutions and related bodies now spread across the country, even in small cities,
encompassing millions of students of different fields. It has grown to the extent that
sometimes in distant places, the number of employees (faculty members, staff and
managers) as well as students and their families are equal to the total population of
the area. Is the Iranian university an original or an imported entity? How legitimate
is its idea and what is its origin? The question of this article is about the history of
the university and its idea in Iran.

METHODOLOGY

To study the historicity of university in Iran, a meta-analysis research method has
been used and its findings have been compared with previous researches. Some of
the important issues of the current research are: Has the university in Iran come
from nothing? If not; what made the condition fertile for the emergency of
university and its idea? What were the previous contexts, from which, the history of
university arose?

FINDINGS

The idea of a university in Iran cropped up from a material passage. In other words,
social life and its changes made it possible to develop the idea of a university. Ten
effective drivers in the formation of such idea in Iran were: 1. Security; 2. Health; 3.
Trade; 4. Buildings and facilities; 5. Agriculture and cultivation; 6. Government
planning and politics/diplomacy; 7. Education of the nation; 8. Population
management; 9. Leisure and aesthetics; and 10. Knowledge and truth. For example,
groups of Iranians realized that cholera is a scientific matter; while it used to be
considered a fate. The prehistory of the university in Iran began to face a decline
and therefore, our thinkers realized the necessity of a novel epistemological system
in knowledge. A few of the new elites called for a transformation in the production
of knowledge and methods of education.

The totality of these objective and subjective transformations between the pre-
and post-constitutional era provided the ground and reached the moment of the
birth of a university during Iran's modernization movement. Prior to that, Iranian
elites spoke much about knowledge and built a place or an institution for the same.
We see "speaking in the name of knowledge" in the first travelogues of Iranians. An
example is the travel book of Mirza Saleh. He went to London to study between
1815 and 1819, which is almost 110 years before the beginning of the history of the
university. Science is a central and prominent signifier in Mirza Saleh's travelogue
and other treatises and writings. From time to time, his attention is focused on
emerging scientific issues: Wool weaving machine, school for youth, hospital, a
machine that makes paper, minerals tied to a wheel and wrapped in a chain, the
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University in Iran has become a social discourse, with its increasing tumult in our cities
becoming a demographic issue as well. Questioning the idea of the university, its historicity
and originality or whether the concept imported are part of this public debate as well as its
legitimacy in Iran as an institution for itself. Did the idea and history of Iranian university
come from "nothing"? This study discusses the issue by applying a meta-analysis of previous
studies which have already dealt with the emergence of the idea of university from a
prehistory. University was a social domain before it was a historical one. The materiality was
involved in the origin of this idea. In other words, the idea of the university arose from the
concrete transformation of Iranian context in the pre-constitutional period. Thus, a platform
for the debate was formed. The scientific knowledge in Iran was an emergent movement in
the minds; which arose and constructed from the very objective and concrete desires and
new mobilities of the Iranian society. Before the actual date of the university calendar could
be determined, this process was accompanied by struggles of about a century and a half. A
combination of factors such as war, contagious disease, famine, destruction and misfortune,
in addition to mobility and exchanges, a network of people and things and communications;
all helped prepare groups of Iranians as "subjects” to master it mentally/technically. They
spoke so much in the name of science (as a new knowledge base) until the birth of the
university. The idea and the history of Iranian university, whether weak or strong, also need
to be searched in the prehistory.
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examining the history of this period is
very important. The author concludes that
the establishment of humanities research
institutions in the last 13 years of the Pahlavi
era was the result of a complex development
process in Iran and its destructive effects on
social and political stability. In another article,
Reza Mahoozi focuses on the history of Abadan
Faculty of Petroleum as a college with a specific
mission. This article is considered important
since there is still no coherent historical
narrative about Abadan Petroleum College as
a strategic institution. Another significance of
this paper is that it shows how valuable cultural
and social activities, especially among students,
were inside a technical college with specific
goals. Another article is by Seyed Abdolamir
Nabavi about one of the most important periods
in the history of university in contemporary
Iran, i.e. between 1979 and 1981. He historically
examines the issue of the university during the
meetings of the Revolutionary Council. In
other words, he tries to highlight the stances
of important figures toward universities that
were inherited from the Pahlavi era. In the last
scientific article of this issue, Sadegh Absalan
defies the common and obvious idea that the
Cultural Revolution was the logical result of

changes caused by the Islamic Revolution
and its victory. Using the method of historical
genealogy, he comes to the conclusion that
what university has been encountering today
in Iran is the result of conflicting and opposing
forces, which have different interests and goals,
rather than arising from general rationality and
subject to specific necessity in post-revolution
Iran.

As T had pointed in my note for the first
issue, the Journal of University Studies wishes
to publish critical reviews of important works
in the field of university studies. With the
same milieu, Mohammad Hossein Badamchi
has written a review on the important and
influential book entitled The Venture and
Historicity of University in Iran by Professor
Maghsoud Farasatkhah. In this review, he
points out a fundamental split, in terms
of methodology and epistemology, which
governs the author's historical narrative of the
emergence and development of university in
Iran.



Vol. 1, Issue 2, Pp 5-6, Winter 2023

Journal of University Studies

Homepage: http://www. jous.ir

Editor's Note

Prehistory and history of universities in Iran: An alternative approach

Reza Samim’

! Associate Prof., Dept. of Cultural Studies, Institute for Cultural, Social and Civilization Studies,

Tehran, Iran

he second issue of "The Iranian Journal
I of University Studies" is dedicated to
prehistory and history of universities in
Iran. Previously, several papers were written
on the subject by prominent researchers in the
fields of history, sociology and political thought.
However, most of them were compiled with the
historiographical approach. This time, we have
tried to publish articles that have considered
approaches beyond historiography, theory-
based interpretation of the events surrounding
historical contexts and conditions leading to
the emergence and movement of universities.
I consider this to be an alternative approach in
narrating the history of universities in Iran, an
approach where institutional, cultural and social
history has been taken into account. And in its
narration, the influential moments of this and
similar institutions are depicted in the process
of social, cultural and political evolution of the
Iranian society . Like the first issue, we again
publish the articles by renowned professors
of sociology, history, higher education and
philosophy. As you know how difficult it is to
maintain the quality of a scientific journal by
publishing original works of renowned and
thoughtful professors. However, with the support
of the esteemed directorate of the Institute of
Cultural, Social and Civilization Studies as well as
our dear professors, we have managed to publish
valuable articles in this issue as well.

The first two papers deal with the prehistory
of the university in Iran. In the first, Professor
Maghsoud Farasatkhah has discussed the
historicity of universities in Iran through meta-
analysis of previous studies by other researchers.

He concludes that the university in Iran was a
social domain before it could be a historical one.
It is a phenomenon that arose from the objective
transformation of the Iranian society prior to the
Constitutional Revolution. In the second article,
I, myself, talk about the legal conditions for the
possibility of establishing modern educational
institutions before the emergence of a university
in Iran. The paper focuses on the fact that in the
absence of such a scenario before and on the eve of
the Constitutional Revolution, Tehran University
would not have emerged as a modern educational
institution in the following years. In this article,
I have tried to deal with the experience of the
establishment and collapse of Anjoman-e-Maaref
asamodern institution in the field of education in
the years before the Constitutional Revolution. It
seems that the pattern governing its collapse can
be seen as the constantly repeating pattern for the
crumbling of all modern educational institutions
in contemporary Iran.

In another article, Professor Reza Mansouri
has examined the history of the emergence and
development of the National Observatory of Iran
as a grand plan for scientific development. The
author believes that the socio-historical narrative
of our macro national plan helps in policy making
and correcting the processes in this field. In
another article, Professor Alireza Mollayi Tovani
has investigated the contexts and motivations of
establishing humanities research institutions in
Iran from 1965 to 1979. This historical period
witnessed the proliferation of educational and
research institutions in contemporary Iran. In
other words, many universities and research
institutes were then emerged and therefore,
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